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That Prayer is either -Publick 5 Private. Private. 
Prayer is that, -whereby we expreſs our particular De. 
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„ 48 60 Circumſtan- 
ans . | * — of — as our Occaſiom 
dire. Pablici Fra yet is of more | Concern, and has not been 


receivedby All; with that Reverence and: | 
10 . I think it proper and Rey ro difd6ririe alittle of 
pen this /Occafion.” And, 1. Of: St Forms of Prayer im And 
N. Wen, 2 0 the Service and Per the Church in ns, to obviate 
3 ſome of the little frivolous Seru 


td that it 8 7801 


es, that ſome may have concerning 
them, which are induſtriouſly ſuggelied by choſe n are Enemies to 
is  aNSer Forms of Divine renner 
88 I. AN p, Hrſt, for Ser Forms of Prqer in ener No May: being 
. ee and wieked, as plainly and direłtly to condemn pubzz:-. 
1 1 ers; it has been the grand Stratagem 120 Policy of Satan  - * 


chat hereby his Kingdom is moſt ſhaken) to traduce the 
TN deren an AMabrierbfthei. And hence,” I fear,” has proceeded that 
_ & Coneeit- which abounds in our Time among us, That to ſerve Gol 
with AY Set Form ot Prayer, is ſuperſtitious and unjawful. But the 
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85 A foort Diſcourſe, rerommendig 
Novelty of this Conceit, is enough.toſhew. the Emptineſs and Vanity: 
of it, it being contrary to the Tudgtnent of approved Councits;-tearned* 
Fathers,. and the continual Practice oſ the Church; as is clear from 
Tertallian, Origen, Baſil, "Ambroſe, and the reſt of the Holy Fathers, 

- whoſe clear and evident Feſtimonies to this: Purpoſe. (to be ſhort); 1 
paſs over, it being out of doubt, to any that are in the leaſt acqua in- 
ted with their Writings. Conſtantine the Great, prefcribed a Set Form 
of Prayer to his. Soldiers, ſet down by Exſebizs in his 4th Book. Vea, 

Calvin himſelf (the firſt Author of our Eccleſiaſtical Presbyterian 
Parity, whoſe Teſtimony in other Things our Presbyterian Brethren 
uſe to prefor to the Tefrimony of all the Fathers of the Church) in Hia 
83d Epiſtle to the Protector of Exglaud, ſays plainly and expreſliy, 
That he doth greatly allow of a Set Form of Eccleſiaſtical. Prayers, which» all 
- Minifters-fſhould! be bound to ob ſer ve. 


Bu x the Scripture it ſelf is clear enough in this Point: For Numb; 
6. 23. God H imſelf did frame to His Prieſts, the very Words Where 
with they were to bleſs His People; Onithis Ways, ſaith the- Lord, al e 
bleſs the Children of Iſrael, ſaying untu them (can any thing be more 
plain ?), The Lord leſs. thee and keep thee, the Lord make His Face toſhine 
upon thee, and grant thee: His Peace. Here is a ſes Form of Prayer. 
And ſurely, it it were ſuperſtitious, or unlawful, to reſume Prayers, 
and to uſe them again as Prayers, then Moſes can never be- ſutticiently; 
excuſed for giving ſo great Oceaſion of Scandal unto the World, in 
leaving ſo dangerous a.Precedent for the caſting of Prayers, into cer · 
ta in Poetical Moulds, and: for framing Set Forms of Prayers, . which 
ee repeated oſten, although they never had the Occaſion, which 
brought them forth; as his Song for that admirable Victory over 


Pharaoh, Which at firſt was written in Metrmme . 
IA, oor Lord Jeſus'Chrift Himſelf (as it were on ꝓurpoſe to pre 
vent this Fancy of Extemporary Prayers) bas left us one of His own 
traming, Matth. 6, g. Pra he therefore after this: Manner: And Luke 
1. 2% When ye pray, ſay, Our Father which art is Hleguen, & c. Surely of 
all other Prayers, this muſt needs be the Beſt. and moſt Excellent: For 
altho' Men ſhould fpeak with the Tongues of Angels; yet Words more 
plea ſing and acceptable unto, God, than theſe Which the Son of God 
Himmel hath-compoſed, are not poſſible for Man fa fame; God hetss 
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© the Her uire and Projers of the Church. 4 
M propoſing unto us the moſt abſolute Perfection that can be in Men's: 
res, and the higheſt Mark whereat they are able to ain. 
aur Men's. Curioſity herein, has brought to their Minds an Eva- 

whereby they fancy themfelves ſecure enough; that Chriſt here 

only: propoſes unto us a Patern of Prayer, not binding us to uſe che- 

Words themſelves. We grant, indeed, that this Prayer ſer ves as a2 

Pattern whereby to frame all other Prayers, with Sufficiency and 

and without Superfluity of Words; but it is alſo given us, that it might 

remain as a Part of the Church's Liturgy: And therefore in all Ages 

Wherever the Chriſtian Religion was received, this Prayer was always 

uſech as 4 Part of the Church's .- Service. Hence it is, that our 

Saviour ſo expreſly ſays, not only 1 after this Manner, in S. Mat- 

them but alſo, hem he pray, ſay, Our: Father which art in Heaven, & c. 

in 8. Late. If this Prayer were only given us as a Pattern, we might 

pray according to this Pattern, and yet not ſay, Our Father which art in 
fexven,>&c:; So then for us to think, that Chriſt here did only ſet us 

A bare Example how to deviſe and contrive Prayers of our owu, and 

not binding us to uſe the Words themſelves, is, no Doubt, an Error; 

Which will appear further on this Conſideration. Shall we think, that- 

the Diſciples of Job» the Baptiſt, wha had been all their Days in the 

of God's Church from the Time of their Infancy until the Time 

that they came tocthe School of John the Baptiſt: Shall we think, I. 

Ay, that they were ſo brutiſh and ſtupid, as to be ignorant how to 

call upon the Name of God 7 No ſurely, 7 but of their Maſter they had 

received a Form of- Prayer among themſelves, which they alone did 

uſe; and no others; whereby they were diſtinguiſhed from all others. 

'Fhe Diſciples of Chriſt taking Notice of this, they requeſt, that as John 

had taught his Diſciples, ſo He would teach them to pray. Chriſt 

fatisfieth their Deſire, and anſwers their Requeſt, Pray ye after this Man- 
ner, ſaith he in 8. Matthew ; and; When: ye pray, ſay, Our Father -which - 
arti Heaven, 8c. in S. Lake. oo Oo M1 

Fus chief Argument of our Presbyterian Bretliren againſt this, 

anch all other Set Forms of Prayer, is this, That our Spirits are ſtinted 


and ſtraitned, when they are fettered with Words appointed. I an- 
wer, Ihat the Freedom of the Spirit in Prayer ſtands not in the Mul- 
titude of Words, or Variety of Expreſſions : It lies not in that Liberty 
that is in the Will co follow the Fancy, in ſuch and ſuch Words, Sen- 
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N Ae Diſcourſe recommending. © wk 
. ines Phraſes and on Re it at that Inſtant ſhall ſuggeſt and 
repreſent tothe Mind. This is not the Liberty of the Spirit in Prayer, 
but the Liberty of the Faney of him that prayeth. Lea, for the Spirit 
to be bound in theſe to follow the Fancy whither it pleaſeth, is rather 
a Bondage than Freedom and Liberty. But the Liberty of the Spirit 
in Prayer ſta nds rather in the Intenſeneſs of the Zeal, where witch our 
Prayers are uttered before God, in that Fervency of Spirit wherein 
the Apoſtle tells us, the Nature and Manner of our ferving God a- right 
doth conſiſt. The Spirit of Prayer is not a Heat of Paſſion and Preju4 
dice, but the earneſt and ardent Deſire of the Soul, fervent in Spirir 
ſerving. the . Lord, faith the Apoſtle. And beſides, if this Argument 
ſay any thing again(t Set Forms of Prayers, it ſays as much againſt all 
Conceived and Extemiporary Prayers. Are not all Prayers Set Forms 

to him that heareth? If the Spirit of him that heareth, be larger than 
his that ſpeaketh, he is no leſs ſtinted and reſtrained than with any: Set 
Form. Again, this Argument militates as much againſt the ſinging 
of Pſalms; in which there are many Set Forms of Prayers. When we 
ling theſe Pſalms, do we not pray by Set Forms; and conſequently 
our Spirits muſt be no leſs tinted and reſtrained, than hen we make 
uſe of theſe Set Forms of Prayers, which are appointed by the Church? 
| is. our presbyterian Brethren themſelves, uſe the fame Form of 

Blaſteg; and conſequently their Spirits muſt. be no leſs ſtinted than 
others in their Set Forms, though herein they be contrary to thems 
ſelves, they ſeeming rather to allow of a Set Form of Carſing than of 
Bleſſing : For it iz obſerved of ſome, that when they come to that Part 
of their Prayers, wherein they are concerned to pray for their Enemies, 
that they ordinarily'tyrn that into a perfeQPlat-form of Curſes and Exe- 
crations againſt thoſe whom they count their Enemies. 


II. Bur now to come more cloſely to our Purpoſe, The Service and 
Prayers of the Church. My Brethren, it has been the conſtant univerſul 
Practice of the whole Chriſtian Church from the Apoſtles Daysto ours, 
to have their Liturgies and Set Forms of Prayer, And though all 
Churches ha ve not had the ſame Form; yet there has been ſcarce any 
Church but have uſed ſome Form or other. And whatever Difference 
may be among theſe Forms, in ſome little Modes and Circumſtances} 
yet in all Orthadox and Reformed Churches, they all agree in the go 
OT | | N <1" 
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meral Rule of Faith and Worſhip; and, fome Way or other, in their 
ſeveral Circumſtances tend to Edification- and Deren Ani there. 
ref for any Man to fey, that it is nor lawful to uſe a et Form in the 
Publick Worſhip of God, is to contradict the general Senſe of the whole 
Carholick Church, and to think himſelf wiſer than all 1 the” Chriſtians 
chat ever were before him. 

Nav, even our Presbyterian Brethren, 0 are not Aan to 
own-themſelves ſtated Enemies to all Set Forms of Publick Worſhip, 
find'that they cannot be without Them. Nature it ſelf teaches, that 
Publick' Actions cannot be performed with Order and Decency, unleſs 
che Manner and Circumſtances of them be determined and regulated. 
As we ſee; altereil Courts have their publick Orders and Forms; and 
fo in the Worſhip of God, in all Nations and Ages, there ha ve always 
been Public and Set Forms appointed for the due and decent Perfors- 
marics of ir. © And therefore Mr. John K7ox, one of the firſt, together 
with che other Reformers, did not only agree to the ſetting up of Im: 
1 but to the eſtabliſhing a Lirwgy and Ser Forms of 

Prayer for the publick Worſhip,which continued long. in this Kingdom 

until a Set of terians, not thinking Kyogx's Klare ſuficiently 


reformed, e br choke ooh Afembly)fet up in it's 
Place l Dere#ory: for publick Worſhip, compiled in 10 late bene 


Times by the Aﬀembly at Weſt! er, an authorized by the General 
Afﬀembly of the Kirk of Scotland; and: Which i is now the preſent Preſ- 
byterian Book of Common. Py And as they laid aſide their former 
Book of Common-Praye 7 Liturgy; ſo they ma lay this a- 
fide when they * 855 ' fince 55 85 do not obſerve it; For it recom⸗ 
mend the Lo fr Bayer 1 not only as a Pattern of Prayer, but 

> Witch they recommend to be uſed” 
5 he Pg the were el Chu 


AN, truly,My Serail the Refotmied'Churches i in the Chriflian 

World: fave: Ak Liturgies and Set Forms of 9808 the Publick 
Worſhip: of God. Arid the Sor and Ergliſb Books of Common Prayer 
are more” Full, Perfect and Ser, than any in the World; the 
chief and princ 1 (taken from the ancient Liturgies of _ 

the Primitive e urch, la n ai the later Corruptions of the Romiſþ 
Church} have been i in r Uſe in the Church of Chriſt for above 


Trouble 


| 3200 Years, and ans ap "_ ill out late Times of 
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3 2 Port Diſcourſe, recommending. r 
Trouble and Confuſion here in Britain, when all Government, Ordet 
and Unity, were utterly. overturned. ft. 
Ax p can we think now, that any will have the leaſt Scruple or 
Objection againſt this Book? Certainly there would be none, were 
there not a Generation of Men among us, who love to live in E927, 


1 U - o 


and to feed on Garlick, rather than in Cænaan, to be nouriſhed with 


Milk and Honey. Theſe Men are Active, Diligent and Induſttious 
in ſomenting ſealouſies among People, in railing groundleſs Apprehen» 
ſions and Fears, in injecting Doubts, Scruples and Objections, againſt 
all Order and Government in Church and State, and againſt that De- 
cency that is in the Prayers and Set Forms of the Church: And the 
Minds of Men are jumbled and confounded with a great many little 
- frivolous Things of no weight or moment. I ſhall touch ſome few 
ol theſe Things which are ſcrupled and objected among us. 38 
1. Firſt then, ſome are diſpleaſed that we make jet, the Engliſh Li. 
turgy and not of our own, ſeeing we have one of our own, and which ſome' Di, 
vines of the Church of England prefer to their own. But our own' Book 
of Common Prayer is almoſt out of Print, at leaſt we have not a 
ſufficient Number of them, as (by the pious and generous Diſpoſition 
of good Chriſtians in Exgland) we: are, ſupplied with Exgii/b.Books 
at this Time. And there is no material Difference between the Scos 
ziſh and Engliſh: Books of Common Prayer; they differ as little as the 
Scotiſh and Engliſh Tongues, and are upon the Matter one and the 
fAme : So that this Object ion ſerves for nothing. 
And now, My Brethren, this Book oertainly contains the beſt Exyers 
nal Form of Divine Worſhip in the World: And upon that Account, 
certainly it ĩs the moſt excellent Book that ever was in the Worldznoxt. 
unto the Bible. Nay, you find all the moſt material Parts of the Bible 
here, with admirable Prayers and Devotions, ele fitted 
and ſuited to the Publick Worſhip of God, according to the beſt Pat- 
terns of Chriſt and His Apoſtles, and the Primitiye Fathers... And ſhaſl 
we then prefer the pitiful Effuſions and Productions of ourown Bray 
to the conſtant Devot ions of the Chriſtian Church? Shall Wwe think 
that the Holy Spirit of God will dire& and aſſiſt thoſe Prayers that are 
dictated by every Man's private Spirit, rather than thoſe that are di- 
Qated by the publick Spirit of the Church? Can we hope that God 


will hear our Prayers, and grant our Requeſts, ſooner. When we put 
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pie and Prayers.of the Church. © 
to Him M gur own Words, than in the Words of His own 
gon? No ſurely, in on it can never be expecte . 
. Bu'Twhat. is it then,thafWifpleaſes Men at this Book? 'Onewwould: 
think,” chat the very Name of a Book of Common Prayer ſhould invite 
all Chriffians tor ity and not, fright them from it, before they read it, or 
know What is in it. Many call this Book, Popery,whoknow as little f 
It, or Popery either as of the Man in the Moon (who think Ant ichriſt to | 
bea Beaſt with Horns) but know the one or the other, or got know 
them, this they know, : That it i Popery, it is Superſtition, it is Iaolatryyit 
& Blaſphemy. Why? It is black Poperr. Surely, My Brethren, this is the 
height of Impudence: It cannot be Ignorance; it can be nothing but 
Wilful Malice and Prejudice. Pray you, My Brethren; read this Book all 
over, and fee if there be any thing of Popery in It: Read It all over, and 
ſee it there be any thing in It for Tranſubſtantiation, or Purgatory: Read 
It all over, and among all the Prayers that are in It, fee if there be any 
Prayer for the Dead, any worſhipping of Images, any praying to Saints and 
Angels. Were not ſome of the reyerend Compilers of this Book (as Cran- 
mers Ridley, &c.) burn'd at the Stake for Hereticks by the Papiſts? Why 
chen are we ſo:unjuſtand-injurious as to call It Popery ? Are we not 
tſhamed in this Matten to make ourſelves Lats, and Slandecers, and 


Calusniators? Is this, I Pray you, uit ame? When Men call this iq 
Book *Popery, they only ſhame and affront themſelves, by affirming 


that which all the World knows to be falſe. oo om 
3. Bu r, inthe next Place, Why, ſay they, are we fo forward and ca- 
lous for this Service nam, when we, made noSteps towards it all the Reigi of 
K, Qharles:the Il, when me had learned, and pious, and go Biſhops, "who jet 
ber offered to ſet up this Service? This is a mighty Objection in ſome 
Men's account; and very frequent in their Manths; and they triumph 
greatly in it. But I anſwer, It is very true, we had then very-pious and 
Food Biſbops; yet ſome that make that Objection now,call'd theſe good 
Biſhopsthen.by-no'other Title than The Limbs of Antichriſt, and were 
Ay to join With the, worlt Parts of Popery to be rid of them. It is 
avell known how intimate and familiar the chief Presbyterian Miniſters 
ofthis Kingdom were with a certain great Perſon, in the Reign of K. 
James. the VII. And if there be any Truth in that which has been fo 
aver fallyrreported of them, and that by Perſons of entire Credit, vir. 
Thit they: offered to him (on Conditipn of lay ing aſide the Epiſcopat,and 

beſtabliſhing their Presbyterzan Shs a to give ſome Allowance to 
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= the Popyb Maf. 1 fay, if this be as true as it has-been generally aſſer- 
ccd; Is it not a plain ConjunRticn of Poj  Presbyrery, in Oppoſis 
tion to a Reformed Epzſcopacy ? Even as, not long after, they were in 
ſame Meaſure reconciled to the Pope himſelf, when he was in Confe- 
deracy- on their Side againſt Fance; and that in Spite of their own 
Doctrine of no Conſederacy with Papiſts and Idolaters, which they 
have obſerved as they do their other Boctrines Compacts, Covenants, 
and Oaths. And thus we ſee that Popery and Presbytery, when they 
get a fait Opportunity, can join Hand in Hand — like Gag and 
Mee, againſt the holy City. xtr. 5 
Bur to anſwer more directly to the Object ion. Such was the 
rooted and inveterate Prejudice that the Generality of Men were un- 
der in the Reign of King Charles the II. having but newly come out of 
a violent and unnatural Rebellion both againſt Church and State, that 
it was utterly impracticable, if not altogether impoſſible, to ſet 
up the Service of the Churh in Scotland, till Time (through the Grace 
| of God) hada little abated the Prejudices that were upon the Minds 
£3 of Men again It. An Attempt of this Kind could have. had no 
8 other Effect in this Kingdom, in the Reign of King Charles the II. 
than it had hete in the High Church of Edinburgh in the Time 
of King Charles the I. When the Reverend Perſons wlio made the 
Attempt, could ſcarce eſcape with their Lives. All that our good Bi- 
ſhops could do at that Time, they did. I hope that none will think, 
that any of our good Biſhops had ever any Scruple to join with the 
Service and Worſhip of that Church, from which they themſelves re- 
ceived their Orders and Conſecration. Let none reflect upon them 
now, when they are dead; they did all that could be done. The 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, the Belief, and the Lord's Prayer, and 
'Ten Commands, -and the Doxology ; the Uſe of theſe were: got 
preſerved (with more Difficulty then, than the Whole Form can be 
ſet up now) in moſt Part of the Churches of this Kingdom. And this 
ve had Reaſon to bleſs God for at that Time. And theſe: are the moſt | 
material Things in the Service of the Church. And although ſome | 
have told us, Thas they know no Difference between 4 Fanatical Meeting- 

| Houſe and 2 Fanatical Kjrk (making all our former Epiſcopal Church- 
es, as well as cur preſent Epiſcopal Meeting-Houſes (where the Service 

| is nat) to be nothing but Fanatical Kirks both in Doctrine and Wor- 
lüp.) Vet theſe make a far greater material Difference (though the 
Difference be leſs in the External Form) between an Epiſcopal Meet- 
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ee Sr and Prayers of the Church. x ; 
g Houſe ancka Fanatical Kirk, than between an Epiſcopal Meeting 

eee with the Matter, and an Epiſcopal Meeting Houſe both witk 

| e Matter and Form of the Service of the Church. For. theſe, hn 

> Matter and in Effect, are the ſame : So that whoever ſerupſed not 

o join with us before in the One, can have no Scruple now to join with, +. 

in the Other; ſeeing they are upon the Matter and in effect the ſame, 

nd differ only in the External Form: And the Intire Form of the 9 

hurch, is undoubtedly the beſt in the Wor(lddodoo. 

B u r now when it pleaſes God, of His Goodnefs, to remove, in à 

great Part, the Prejudices that were upon the Minds of Men, to enligh- 

2n their Minds by OT, and to turn their Hearts and Inclinations 

bo the Intire Service and Prayers of the Church, both as to Matter and 

of Form; great Reaſon have we to bleſs God for it, and to apply our ſelves 

that o the Service of God, and to join our Hearts and Voices with the 

> ſet Whole Church of Chriſt. - Let us not then ſcruple to join with theſe 

race Forms and Prayers, which, for the moſt Part, have been in conſtant: 

linds ſe in the Church of Chriſt, from the very Beginning of Chriſtianity. 

d no 4. Bur is there any Ground, any Cauſe to ſcruple theſe: Forms? 

e IL. Wome are diſpleagd'that the People have their Turns, their Reſponſes and 

Dime erg with the Miniſter : That, thay think; | Superfrtions like... Bus 

e the range! Why ſuperſtitious ? That Pelle ſhould join their Hearts and! 

Bi- Woices with the Miniſter in putting up their Prayers and Supplications 

aink, Sato God? Is there any Thing of Superſtition here, unleſs. we count 

1 the Ill Prayers, and all Divine Worſhiꝑ to be Superſtition? Whether is it 

s re» More decent, That the People ſhould join their Hearts and Voices with: 

them he Miniſter; or, That they ſhould fit altogether unconcern'd; when 

The ſhe Miniſter is praying, either ſleeping perhaps, or. fitting with. their- 

and rms a-crofs, and ſtaring the Miniſter in the Face, as if they. were 

> got Woncern'd only as idle Spectators, to obſerve how. the Miniſter acts his. 

n be art? Surely, for any to ſpeak in favours of ſuch a lazy, prophane 

this Ind irreligious Cuſtom, Geſture and Behaviour, in our moſt folemn, . 

moſt publick and immediate Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, is the groſ- 

ſome ſt Stupidity that can be imagined. | | 15 

eting- 5. Bur Why, ſay they, ſo many ſbort Pieces, and Cuttings, and 

— breddings of Prayers in this Service? Why, but that People's Thoughts 

vice gay not weary, ſleep or wander, but be rouſed up to give their Au- 

Wor- ver, to bear their Part, and to join with the Miniſter. And the: 

h the orter theſe Prayers are, they are the liker the Patterns of Prayers | 
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